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In This Issue… 
 
·  Letter from the Principal 
·  Letter from the Counselor 
·  Letter from PTA Co-

presidents 
·  Hot Lunch Update 
 
And much more……… 
 

 
Hot Lunch  

 
  Session II Sign Ups 
 

Check out the new menu. 
 

Sign up by Friday, January 11,  
3pm 

 
 

February  Banner Deadline:  
January 15 th . 

 
Submit articles to: 

Mugdha Pendse 
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Electronic copy preferred. 

Thanks. �
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Letter from the Principal 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
If New Year's resolutions worked better, homework issues for the middle school child would fade into the sunset.  
 
I have come to believe that most students naturally fall into the "pain first" or "pleasure first" category despite our 
parenting. Pain first students cannot relax until they have completed their work. Pleasure first students cannot start 
their work without some pleasure before they start. Our children come with their own rhythm and it is devilishly 
hard to change. The trick is to understand the rhythm and set up family homework rules that make sense for each 
child. Generally speaking, the family homework plans and resolutions that are quickly broken are not plans that fit 
the child that we're trying to help. 
 
There is no getting around it: students who have not yet internalized doing their homework need a workable plan. It 
is probably a plan that builds in some pleasure before the pain of getting right down to work. It is a plan that needs 
some carefully scheduled built-in breaks. As a rule of thumb if more time is spent playing than working it's a bad 
plan. If no time is spent playing, that's a bad plan, too. 
 
Adults who don't get right down to work will recognize their version of this problem. Reading the front page or the 
sports page before getting down to work is a nice way to ease into production. Reading the whole paper often 
means that there is not enough time left for the work. A short coffee break works wonders. A long coffee break is 
not a break; it's the main event. Watching the news is informative. Staying seated for the next two programs 
means the work will be put off until tomorrow. 
 
I wish you all the best at finding the rhythm and success of your new year’s resolutions. My New Year's resolution 
is to go back to short breaks, what is yours? 
 
  
Happy New Year, 
 
Leslie Crane 
Principal 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE COUNSELOR’S CORNER 
 
As mid-year approaches, I thought it might be useful to discuss helping students with homework.  Most of your students have 
probably told you that the teachers have said parents are not to help with homework.  Let me clarify the intention behind our 
thinking and what we consider to be supporting rather than helping. 
 
When Blach students graduate, they leave here and head for high school where they will need to be functioning independently.  
For us, this means they will need to have a method in place for writing down assignments, keeping their materials organized 
so that homework and projects are turned in on time, managing missed days in school, and advocating for themselves with 
their teachers.  Advocating for themselves means asking for help when a concept is not understood, arranging for a time to 
make up a test, and taking responsibility for their own success.  Success in high school is partly dependent on a student having 
these skills. 
 
During the course of their time at Blach, teachers are working to help students attain this kind of responsibility and 
independence.  As a student approaches the middle of their eighth grade year, most students should be able to manage the 
tasks discussed above independently.  If this is not the case, then it is now the time to work with your student to become 
increasingly skilled at these management and organizational tasks.  For us, that is part of supporting your student in school.  
That may mean stepping out of managing homework and asking a student to take over that responsibility.  If the student 
stumbles, the consequences of that stumble are less significant in middle school than in high school.   
 
Some students may not be able to plan longer-term projects easily or even plan the management of an evening’s worth of 
homework.  Sitting down with your son or daughter to help them plan out when to complete the steps of the project so the 
project is done on time is a helpful way of supporting time management.  Talking through how much time it will take to 
accomplish each piece of an evening’s homework with the student determining their homework schedule for that night is 
another way to support time management. 
 
Should a parent sit with a student while they are completing homework?  Maybe, depending on what your student needs.  
What is important to avoid is becoming too involved in planning a writing assignment, solving a math problem, or finding the 
correct answer in history or science.  I know from my own experience as a parent that the line between supporting and 
becoming too involved is often a fine line.  Direct your child to ask a teacher for help if it is apparent that he or she is really 
struggling with a concept.  Sometimes it is helpful to encourage a student to look for an answer in a certain section of a 
reading if they are overwhelmed.  If a student is struggling with a writing assignment, it might help to ask your son or 
daughter to tell you what they want to say and take notes on what they have said. Then they will have something on paper to 
start the assignment. 
 
Quizzing students on vocabulary or concepts before a test or asking your child to explain a new concept they are studying are 
both wonderful ways to support their learning in school. 
 
We know from our high school colleagues that most Blach students leave here well prepared for high school so that increases 
our confidence that this kind of approach is a successful way to build high school readiness.  If you have any questions about 
supporting your child with homework, ask a teacher for advise or call and come see me so we can discuss it further.  I can be 
reached at 934-3815. 
 
Judy Rothenberg, M.Ed., Ph.D. 
School Psychologist/Counselor 
 



From the PTA Co-Presidents 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
We hope this issue of the Banner finds you enjoying time with family and friends during our two-week 
December recess.  It is hard to believe that 2008 is here.  Happy New Year to all! 
 
This seems like an appropriate time to reflect on the past year.  There are so many wonderful parents who 
have shown their support – chair people who help organize and orchestrate activities, volunteers who put 
in incredible hours lending a helping hand and ensuring successful events and projects, and check writers 
who made a difference by contributing financially.  Then there is our fabulous Blach School staff – 
teachers that feed the spirit and minds of our children, who help them master the basics and challenge 
them to go beyond; and all of our unsung heroes often found behind the scenes (or busy in the office) 
making sure everything runs smoothly.  Where would we be without them?  Last, but not least, there are 
our children – the reason we all do what we do.  They have been learning and growing, some taking on 
leadership positions, others showing their spirit and talents performing in sports or music, some learning 
to be entrepreneurs and selling their wares at the Holiday Faire.  Each child is making their own 
contribution in their own special way.   We truly are blessed at Blach!   
 
Thank you all for making a difference! 
 
Thank you, 
 

Debbie Torok, Co-President    Lara Daetz, Co-Presid ent 
torok111@aol.com         ddaetz@hotmail.com 
 
 
REMINDER: Our next PTA meeting will be January 17th at 9:00 a.m. in the Blach School Library.   

 
 
 Blach 50th Anniversary Committee Meeting  
Tuesday, January 15th - 7pm       Blach Library  

  

All interested in helping plan this exciting event are welcomed to attend.  Contact Dave Blockhus 

(dave@losaltoshomes.com) or Victoria Blockhus (victoriablockhus@yahoo.com) with any questions.  

  

Thank you, 

  

Victoria Blockhus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Holiday Faire a Success! 
 

Over $16,000 in total sales! 
 
 
 

On Friday, November 30th 163 talented Blach students once again transformed the multi into an impressive holiday boutique.  
The products and displays reflected creativity and care.  Each and every student vendor should have been proud of their work.  
The Holiday Faire gives each student participant an entrepreneurial experience as they develop, manufacture, package, 
market, and sell handcrafted products.  Each vendor took the time and initiative to experiment with this process.  They were 
extremely successful, with total sales over $16,000 and with increased business savvy to boot.  The students then gave back 
10% of their profits (more than $900) to Blach.  The students requested that the money go to charity, so this year our student 
body will be donating 10% of their profits to the Ronald McDonald House Charities. 
 
We couldn’t have had such a successful event (and so much fun!) if it weren’t for the help of MANY parent volunteers. 
Thanks go to our fabulous tape and set-up crew, Ann, Joe, and Jake Nunley, Pearl, Mike, and Joe Garvin, Debbie and Keaton 
Torok, and Con Dempsey.  Thank you to Kathy Fischer-Colbrie for her tireless help with PR for the Faire.  Thanks to Mr. 
Kane and the wrestling team for getting those mats out of the multi for us in plenty of time!  Thanks to Deb Gatta for loaning 
us all of her great props for our marketing presentation at the student meetings.  Thanks also go to the wonderful volunteers 
who supported the kids through registration, set-up, monitoring, and assistance with check-out and clean-up: Mirian Rhie, 
Rebecca Sweet, Alison Rempel, Carol Dockery, Kin Yuen-Pelayo, Shari Chao, Cathy White, Susan Barber, Ann Nunley, 
Pearl Garvin, Debbie Torok, Cynthia Topole, Karen Zucker, Deb Galdes, Suman Prasad, Frances Wang, and all the other 
parents who shared their time and support. 
 
Finally, we’d like to thank the students who participated in the faire and the parents that supported this creative holiday 
enterprise.  The students put in the extra time, effort, and enthusiasm that made this faire so special.  It was an absolute 
pleasure to work with these impressive Blach students. We were so very glad to have been a part of such a wonderful day. 
 
Lara Daetz and Sandrine Hill 
Holiday Faire Co-Chairs 
 

 
 
Congratulations to the Blach 8th Grade Girls Volleyball Team – Undefeated Champions! 
 
Blach’s Eight Grade Girls Volleyball team has just completed an unprecedented second consecutive undefeated season 
to win the Valley Junior High School Athletic League 2007 Championship. 
 
The Blach Falcons now have a perfect two year middle school match record of 22-0, and swept Kennedy Junior High 
3-0 in the December 4th, league championship match.  The Falcons were led by Coach Albert Lam who said “This team 
has the most skilled players I have ever coached.  Without the quality serves, passing and setting, we wouldn’t have 
had the kills and spikes that helped to defeat our opponents in the 22 matches, the last two seasons.” 
 
The team comprised of Makena Berchem, Alex Chapa, Taylor Deaton, Erica Fischer-Colbrie, Katherine Gaffney, 
Morgan Healy, Brittany Howard, Lauren McAllister, K rissy Sansone, Annie Seymour, Natalie Skaff, and Devon 
Zuegel are the Valley Junior High School Championship players for 2007.  All season they demonstrated great 
sportsmanship and team spirit. Thank you Coach Lam, and congratulations to you and your team! 



��������	��
���
	���
��������������   

Session 2 Hot Lunch online ordering is open now!       

Look out for menu changes – there’s new delicious avocado 

sandwich from Le Boulanger.  There’s also more Jamba Juice 

and we’ve added beef or vegetable chili as well as lasagna and 

Caesar salad. 

 
The deadline for placing your orders will be 3pm on Friday Jan 

11th; so don’t be late, as this deadline will be strictly enforced! 

Session starts January 28th.����
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
LAST CALL FOR YEARBOOK ORDERS!!! 
  
Don't forget to order your copy of Blach's 50 th Anniversary Yearbook !  Please submit this form to the school 

office along with a check for $35 made payable to: Blach PTA .   Print the name of your student as he/she would 

like it to appear in the yearbook: 

  
Student Name:______________________________________ ____________Grade:________  

  

Questions?: Contact Patty Jue at pjjue@yahoo.com  

 

 



BlachBuster Book Club 
 
In this issue of the Banner we’ll be recognizing our January Birthdays and July Half-Birthdays.  A huge thank you to our 
Blachbuster Book Club members for their support of the Blach Library.  It is so wonderful to see the new books being added 
to our fiction and research collections.    

 
 January Birthdays 
 
Chloe Arrouye – Love by Jerry Spinelli 
Annie Ashmore – The Ruby in the Smoke by Philip Pullman 
Bryan Daetz – The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer 
Zach Daniloff – The Bad Beginning by Lemony Snicket 
Taylor Deaton – The Miserable Mill by Lemony Snicket 
Chris Egerton – Puppies, Dogs, and Blue Northers  by Gary Paulsen 
Isaiah Gayles- Ark Angel  by Anthony Horowitz  
Megan Hartney – Away Laughing on a Fast Camel by Louise Rennison 
Arman Jaffer – The Vanishing Theives by Franklin W. Dixon 
Tara Kapany-  Jade Green by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 
Ben Lovett – Jurassic Park by Michael Crichton 
Lauren McAllister – Tallahasee Higgins by Mary Downing Hahn 
Beth Pearlman – Puppies, Dogs, and Blue Northers by Gary Paulsen 
Haley Plamondon – Emily Dickinson edited by Frances Bolin 
Paige Topole – Away Laughing on a Fast Camel by Louise Rennison 
Alexandria Vargas – Startled by His Funny Shorts by Louise Rennison 
       
       

July Birthdays 
 
Ryan Baer - The Wee Free Men by Terry Pratchett 
Levi Chow – Physik by Angie Sage 
Noah Hoffman – Titan’s Curse by Rick Riordan 
Arman Khayyat – InkSpell by Cornelia Funke 
Ruchita Pendse – So B. It by Sarah Weeks 
Ali Raefsky – Forever in Blue by Ann Brashares 
Mia Reifer – Sabriel by Garth Nix 
Talia Schwalb – The Land of the Silver Apples by Nancy Farmer 
Chris Welch – The Lost World by Michael Crichton 
Michael Walter – Inkheart by Cornelia Funke 
Tori Wilbur – Dragon’s Keep by Janet Lee Carey  
Devon Zuegel – Dragon’s Keeper by Carole Wilkinson  
Ritu Bhargava – The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 
 
If you have questions or would like to join the Blachbuster Book Club please contact Lara Daetz at ddaetz@hotmail.com. 
  

 
 
 
 



 

Blach Calendar, January 2008 Edition  
 
 
January 2008 
Jan 7   First day of school after the break  
Jan 11  LAYC dance 
Jan 17  9 am PTA meeting   

(elect nominating committee) 
Jan 21-22  No school 
Jan 25   Last day of  Hot Lunch session 1 
Jan 28   First day of Hot Lunch session 2  
 
February 2008 
Feb 18-22  Winter Break 
Feb 28  7:30 pm PTA meeting 
 
March 2008 
Mar 7  LAYC dance 
Mar 20  Minimum Day 
Mar 20  9:00 am PTA meeting (announce 

nominating committee nominations) 
 
April 2008 
April 14-18   Spring Break 
April 24  7:30 pm PTA meeting (election) 
April 25 Falcon Fest, Blach 50th Reunion Open 

House 
April 26  Junior Olympics (elementary schools) 
 
May 2008 
May 9  7th Grade Band Trip 
May 12  Minimum Day 
May 15  9:00 am PTA meeting 
May 16  8th Grade Band Trip 
May 26  Memorial Day - No School 
 
June 2008 
June 5   Band Concert 
June 6   Minimum Day 
June 10 8th Grade Raging Waters Trip 
June 11  Last Day of School/Graduation 
 
 

 


