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Oct 3 ", 5.30pm to 7.30pm

November Banner Deadline:
October 15 1.
Submit articles to:
Heather Lattanzi

Join us for a wonderful evening.

Look for the food order form and
more info inside

Electronic copy preferred.
Thanks.




Letter from the Principal
Dear Parents,

For a principal the most magical moment of the yegpens around 30 minutes into the first day bbst Just
as quickly as the halls are filled before schdwytbecome completely empty except for the inelétalso or
three lost students. The school is suddenly equilgt, and | breathe a huge sigh of relief. Scimasl started; we
all fit; and classes are underway.

Teachers finally get to channel their nervous energes, not just students are nervous - into até@hing.
More than a few have already regaled me with tlag#st version of a crazy dream about the statie@&chool
year; even veterans have trouble sleeping the quiewiveek. There is simply no way to get on withdtaet of
school without facing a room full of students.

As | walk through each classroom | try to captime moment in my memory because it is the one-daty th
everything feels equal; no one is behind; everglieems possible. To be sure this is part illustkame students
are more worried than others. Some know that sasdwrder for them than it is for the studentsngjtnearby.
But it is not just an illusion. Virtually every stant looks eager to begin.

| still remember always being overdressed for tte¢ day of school in new fall clothes even on #&em-hot
summer day. My excitement about how | looked ugudiappeared by second period when | noticedetigét
other kids bought the exact same sweater and, anymaappearance hadn't changed nearly as muchagset.
By third period | had discarded the sweater andlljrsettled into the day. This year's cooler weattame as a
welcome surprise. Our school and our students ho&ady and surprisingly comfortable.

There are countless details that get worked otltérfirst week. Lunch lines, rotating schedulektae a back
seat to learning how to open one's PE locker,ithelfig test of junior high school life. Maybe seame can
explain to me why combination locks go past thst frumber when going to the second, yet go direatthe
third number. For me it has always seemed likevéods trick designed to make early adolescence evane
complicated.

To those of you, who are new to the junior highosthwelcome. To our returning customers, welcomekb My
three most important beginning of the year remis@dee: make sure that your children fasten their Iselts each
time they get in the car; put your child's namevery item of outerwear that makes its way to tfesl campus;
remember to enjoy your children during this wondiyfcomplex stage of their lives as much as wegn;
teaching them. It won't always be easy for youweons, but it is always worth the ride.

Leslie Crane
Principal

eScrip

Thanks to those of you who have registered withRIBCAre you maximizing your earnings? Please clyeck
account atvww.escrip.conto make sure all your credit cards, Safeway Clakd€, and Macy's credit cards are
linked to your account. It is Blach's easiest faiskr...all it takes is a few minutes of your titnensure the
information is current. If you are already registewith eSCRIP from a previous school, make sutegjmnge
the designated group to Blach or you can split yaarnings between two (or more) schools.

Not yet registered? PLEASE take a few moments morggister online and you'll earn money for Blazhrg
time you shop, ato cost to you. Blach School's ID # is 136926267.

Contact Margaret Gong gobngmv@aol.confor additional information.



The Counselor's Corner

Summer zoomed by and here we are well into anatttavol year. | am available if you have concems o
guestions about your child. Adolescence is a tifmauch growth and change and many of you will seer ehild
become drastically different from the way they bretiee year, or, began junior high school. Pleaskffee to
contact me about academic concerns, adolescemitipgyehallenges, or social concerns. Many ofamsember
little about junior high school because it is &ss$ful time in life. | am also available to meéhwour child if
there is anything about school that is troublingnth

Later in October, | will be leading our Succes&fakt-Taking mini-course. This is offered over linech hour and is
intended for students who struggle with anxietpernvousness around homework completion, test-takingther
school-related issues. Call me at 934-3815 ifwant more information about this experience oriaterested in
having your Blach student participate in this grexperience.

Our CHAC counselor this year is Alexandra Mixt&he has experience working with adolescents amdeglary
school children in schools and treatment faciliti¥»u may contact her through the office or thionge. CHAC
(Community Health Awareness Council) also offersugy, individual, and family counseling at their Muain
View location (965-2020). Ana Homayoun will alse With us this year. She is working on her Mastéegree
in school counseling and will be at Blach one dagheweek. Ana attended Egan so she is familidr thi¢ Los
Altos area. She will be here to learn about sclhoahseling in the middle school setting.

At this time of year, | receive information abouta&lemic Talent searches. The University of Califoat Irvine
accepts students who have scored at the 90th pilgcemabove on standardized testing or have fiedlfor
GATE. Students will take either the PSAT or SATaBening Test. The UC Irvine program administersdR8AT
at selected locations. More information is avdéaatwww.admissions.uci.edu/atsihe Johns Hopkins Center
for Talented Youth search is available for studevite are at the 95th percentile or higher on onmane areas of
standardized testing. Students who qualify fos #g@arch are only able to take the SAT. More imédgion about
this talent search is availablevawvw.cty.jhu.edu Online applications are available for eithetladse talent
searches.

Should you need referrals for therapists, psydktatror outside tutors, call or e-mail me andfasla referral. |
am looking forward to meeting you during the 20@7s@hool year!

Judy Rothenberg, M.Ed., Ph.D.
Blach School Psychologist/Counselor

Tutoring Volunteering Opportunity

Give a New Meaning to your Life — Make a Differernicesomeone Else’s. Join our tutoring partnersihggam.
Last year, Blach PTA started a partnership withn@na Middle School. Our parent volunteers, tutoreekly at-
risk students at Graham Middle School , one ofi¢leeler schools into Mountain View High. We'd lile t
continue this important program this ye&lease join us, tutor a middle school student ur yewademic subject
of choice. For more information or to join, ple@smtactNoa_Grant@hotmail.coror 650-969-6606



Letter from the PTA Co-Presidents

Welcome back to school! Thank you to all the Blaolunteers who have worked tirelessly to helptbetyear off to a great
start. We are grateful for the many hours you redkeady given to the Blach community.

2007-2008 marks the B@/ear of Blach, the “Living the 80 year. The staff and the PTA are planning a felaof special
events and activities. To commemorate the ansiwvgr the Blach Spirit wear has been redesigndd aviimited edition
anniversary logo. A sample of the sweatshirt, pamnid t-shirt are available in the office. Pleasek your calendar for the
Spring celebration on April Z5which will feature a commissioned song composedfach along with guest speakers from
the past, the alumni band, Blach chorus, numeroctingtées, food, and fun.

Be on the look out for exciting #§ear highlights as we roll back the clock. We aking forward to a fabulous experience
as we live the 5Dyear at Blach together.

Thank you for your financial support. PTA dollar® earned and spent during the current schooltgearsure that students
and families benefit directly while at Blach. Thayou for your Blach PTA membership and for youppaort of Direct
Appeal, Sports Boosters, E-Scrip, BlachBusters Bokib, Spirit Wear and Hot lunch

Your PTA $$$ at work

Blach Student Planners $3,260

Computer Cart Lease $22,000 (final payine
Facility improvements $3,000
28 Umbrellas for lunch area $2,700
Books for the library $1,100

Total $32,060

toroklll@aol.comLara Daetddaetz@hotmail.com
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Heard through the Corridors...

(In the 5d Anniversary year of the Blach School, The Banmiirrun a student column, “Heard through
the Corridors”, in honor of the student news pamabolished during early years, “The Falcon FilesheT
Student Council or the Leadership Class will comizate regarding school dances, spirit week, student
council activities etc. through this column.)

Blach Family Dinner
By
The Leadership Class

On the evening of the Family Dinner, October 3, thé.eadership Class from Blach School will be
selling drinks and desserts. Desserts such as cbtate chip cookies, sugar cookies, snickerdoodle
cookies and brownies will be sold for 50 cents, agell as water and soda for $1.00. The money
raised during the sale will go to the Leadership @ss to pay for activities for the school such as
dances, fun Fridays, and spirit days. Thank you foyour support. Please eat, drink and be merry
at our Family Dinner on October 3.

Blach PTA Membership

The Blach PTA invites you to join our PTA. In years past we've had one of the highest membership ratén
our school district. Membership fees are $10.00ep person.

It's good for you! As a member you will have the opportunity to gebined at the junior high school, meet other
parents in our community, and vote on PTA relad/igies. Your membership makes it possible tovle each
family with our fantastic directory.

It's good for our children! PTA provides volunteer hours and financial supparour library, computer
equipment, materials for the classrooms and hathlun

It's good for the future! The objectives of the State and National PTA inelpcomoting the welfare of our youth
in home, school, and community, working to secutegaiate laws for the care and protection of outlycand to
unite educators and the general public to seceréitfhest advantages in physical, mental, and Isedigcation
for all children.

Adult name #1 @ 3$1

Adult name #2 @ $1

Total

If you have not yet taken the opportunity to join he Blach PTA ,please attach this form and return ito the
Blach office (checks payable to “Blach PTA”").

Contact Membership Chair Deb Vallner with questions dvallner@msn.comor 619-0015.

Thank you for your support.




Get into the Blach Falcon Spirit and join friendeldamily at our annual outdoor dinner. This wil Blach’s biggest and
ONLY Fall family social. It is a great opportunity meet other 7 and &' grade families. Entertainment will include the

inaugural performances of Blach’s 2007-2008 ChaBasid and Orchestra.

If you have already purchased tickets, they araggbbome with students this week — CHECK THOSE BAGKIKS!

If you have not already purchased tickets, do se! Aackets will not be available at the event.Tickets will be sold in
front of Blach School September®£8" between 2:45-3:15pm. You may also complete tderdfiorm below and return it
to the PTA Family Dinner file folder in the offiseith a check (NO CASH) made payable to “Blach P4 Friday,

September 28
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FAMILY DINNER ORDER FORM
Student’s Last Name FirsteNam
Quantity
% BBQ Chicken $12.00
2 Garden Burgers $11.50
1/4lb old fashioned Hot Dog $7.50

Total

Questions? E-mail Victoria Blockhus (victoriablocid@yahoo.com) or Julie Gordgnl{efutzer@gmail.com

Remember - Last Day to Buy Tickets is September 8



For Students & Families

Did You Know...
Featuring: Blach Library

For 40+ years, the Blach library was located ireBce classrooms C4, some of C3 and the science
storeroom.

Prior to Blach's major remodel in 2000, the bulloof present library was an outdoor corridor.

Start counting...One of the contests this year véll'How many books does our library own?" Yes,
you can check out books. This will definitely make counting interesting.

The library has a wide variety of current magaaseies available for you to read. Check them out...
National Geographic, Discover, Smithsonian, Teegu& Mountain Bike Action, Sports lllus.,
Popular Mechanics, Popular Science, Time, US Newg&!d Report, Game Pro, American Girl, Car
& Driver, Abridged guide to Periodical Literatut@pbblestone, Calliope, Faces, Odyssey, and
more...

Our library is run by librarians and students waket librarianship as an elective.

This is the first year of the BlachBuster Book Clou can gift a book to the library which will V&
your name in it forever as the donor.

The library is open daily from 8:12-2:53. Stop trilaich and escape the heat and noise and read for
fun or do homework? Yes, you can check out books.

The Blach librarians love their jobs: Mrs. Tanalkdsgto work in the library Mondays and Tuesdays;
Mrs. Andrews gets to work in the library WednesdByislays.

From the blachschool.org website, the Library livik take you to HUNDREDS of links to credible
websites directly related to the subjects offereBlach.

The ARTHUR S. HARRIS LIBRARY AND MEDIA was dedicatdgo our beloved principal of 13
years on June 6, 2006. The Plaque reads in pagtwad$ a hero and a role model providing inspiration
and guidance in a time when real life heroes atedmmdels are few and far between."
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BlachBuster Book Club

We had a wonderful response to the brand new BlasteB Birthday Book Club. A warm welcome to our
inaugural members and many thanks to the families ave participating and supporting the Blach Lipraith
brand new books throughout this school year.

In this issue of the Banner we’ll be recognizing 8eptember and October Birthdays. Stay tunethfspecific
titles donated to the Blach Library in honor of alub members. June, July, and August birthdajisoei
recognized during their ‘half birthday’ month.

September Birthdays October Birthdays
Matthew Bell Daniel Bernstein
Shane Fay Jake Bosset
Matthew Geiger Ben Hacker
Anna Goldberg Sean Hinson
Emily Keats Reyna Hulett
Eric Liu Matthew Iverson
Kaitlin Mueller Naib Mian

James Palmerson Lucas Mohageg
Travis Pinkner Luke Murray
Giuliana Davis Jacob Nunley
Getsemani Valencia Andrew Rosen

Tommy Rutner
John Schwarz
Danielle Smith
Rishi Bhargava
Courtney Lim

If you have questions please contact Lara Daafdatz@hotmail.com

Holiday Faire

The Holiday Faire features holiday gifts and haafted items — all created by Blach Students! Bipdting
students must return a signed contract to schabbftendooth student information meetings held on Wednesday,
October 10 and Wednesday, October 17 at 8:00 a.theimulti.

Come by the Holiday Faire on Novembef"2thd visit more than 75 booths where over 125 stisdgill be
selling their holiday decorations, jewelry, haicassories, candy, food, toys, candles, and mohne. Hbliday
Faire is held in the Blach Multi. Questions? @ahiSandrine Hill at 964-6936andrinehill@aol.con®R Lara
Daetz at 961-1558daetz@hotmail.com
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Thank you to all the families who have donatedhe Direct
Appeal already. The Direct Appeal Campaign fungierd~ of all PTA programs of which library support,
Technology and Computers, Curriculum Enhancemants$ Facility upgrades are included.

We'd like to encourage you to donate if you haveifeady. While any amount is greatly appreciatee,are
asking each family to contribut&200 in order to reach our goal. All donations wiltettly benefit your child
this year at Blach.

Checks, payable ttBlach PTA” will be accepted in the Blach office throughout trear although the sooner we

receive it the sooner we can spend it on this ggarograms. For a complete list of the programs ybs will
support this year or if you have questions, conthata Daetzddaetz@hotmail.comor Debbie Torok

toroklll@aol.com
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Avoid the Call-- Give to LAEF before
October 15!

- Who is LAEF - LAEF is a foundation, organized by and mandgeéellow parent volunteers, who
raise funds each year to supplement the schooialistidget.

- Funding Provided - LAEF funds are directed completely at curriculbased educational enrichment
programs throughout the district. Your contribngdo LAEF this year will directly impact your
child's education at Blach by providing

Class size reduction in Science, English and S&tialies
Computer Instruction Technology specialists
Step Up to Writing Program

. What if LAEF Didn’t Exist ? For comparison’s sake, California spends $7,80Gmdent, 29in the
country, and $4,200 less than New York. On aver@géfornia is 48' in the nation in student-
teacher ratio and 40th in the nation when avenageme is compared to per-student spending.
LAEF helps to fill this funding gap and enables tos Alto District to sustain its high level of
academic achievement year after year.

- Timing of Fundraising Funds raised this year arsed this school yearThe school district has
incorporated staffing and programs this year basethe grants that LAEF has committed this year.

- 2007-2008 Fundraising Goal This year our total fund-raising goalii$,700,000 This level of
funding is necessary to maintain the excellent atlocal programs that our school district and our
community desire for our children.

- Suggested Donation The suggested donationdi800per student, but contributions at any level are
important and appreciated. We would like to $88% participationfrom all families at Blach at
whatever financial level is comfortable for eachiiy.

Don't forget to check with your employer for matghgift programs. Matching gifts make
your gift go further!

" How can you hel® Besides donating generously, you can help Wwihahnual phonathon, October
22-24. Contact your school LAEF representativg®if would like to help call this year. Although
we love to chat with supporters about LAEF and wiratcan do for our kids with your donation, we
understand that not everyone likes phone callsxdutinner or homework hours. You can “avoid the
call” by sending in your donation by Octobef™5

Thank You!
Your Blach LAEF Representatives
Sue Weber (susan.weber@sun.com)
Ed Baer (erbaer@stanfordalumni.org)




NEW! Opening for LAEF Representative at Blach

Want to make a difference in your child's educa&tialoin the Board for the Los Altos Educational
Foundation as one of Blach's three representatiés. have an immediate opening for an LAEF
representative for the 2007-2008 school year. Védaoking for a parent who is interested in repnésg
Blach's interest in LAEF funding and participatimg LAEF fundraising activities. Board members are
asked to make a two year commitment; training @violed. The Los Altos Educational Foundation, a-non
profit organization, provides funding for enrichnhgrograms and educational materials to enhance the
solid academic curriculum and maintain the highlipaf education in the Los Altos School District
elementary and junior high schools. If you arereséed in learning more about the opportunity to jbe
LAEF Board as a Blach representative, please corffae Weber at 966-1805 / susan.weber@sunarom
Ed Baer at 964-5131efbaer@stanfordalumni.org
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To all you shutterbugs out there, the yearbook cateenneeds your photos! If you happen to take any
pictures of Blach students or teachers particigatinrschool activities, we’'d love to include themthe
yearbook. Digital photos (copied onto a CD) canuseed in to the yearbook folder in the schooiosff
Be sure to write your name and the event/activityiee CD. In order to meet our publishing deadljne

we ask that you submit your photos in a timely nginrHelp us ensure evesjudent at Blach is
included in this wonderful keepsake!

Thank you!

Blach Yearbook Committee

One More Chance to Order Sweats!!

Is your child chilly in PE class? Love the newida8 Due to popular demand, we're placing a second
order of our new 50th anniversary spirit wear - fsoyour chance to order a Blach sweatshirt, pards a
tee.

If you placed your order by September 24th, it Wwéldistributed to your child in his/her PE class i
early October. If you missed the deadline, pleaseplete the order form included, attach a check an
turn it in to the Blach office. Orders placed bgweémber 15th will be distributed in early December.

Our exciting new design was created by Blach pabam Sweet (with lots of art direction from seventh
grader Emily). He owns Santa Cruz-based Daniele$Wesign (831.247.5089). He also graciously has
created designs for Covington wear and Junior Oigsp
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T-Shirt & Sweatshirt Special 8tedition Order Form

This year & next ONLYt-shirts & sweatshirts will include an
additional logo commemorating Blach’s"58nniversary

Cost | Total
Quantity per ltem
Item Description Quantity By Size Total item Cost
T-shirts YM | YL |AS |AM | AL | AXL
T-Shirt $15
Adult Sweatshirts
& Sweatpants AS | AM | AL | AXL
Adult Hooded
Sweatshirts $30
Adult Sweatpants $20
Grand
Total:
s KKK ($ o<k, k<K<
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Help needed for "Highway to High School" publication

Is your child in 8th grade, and you have questetsut what to expect next year? Or, do you have
children in high school? What would you have likeknow before your student(s) started there? We
want your input!

Come join the "Highway to High School" team. Thab jwill consist of several brainstorming meetings,
some research to find the answers to our questmswriting up one or two publications to help 8th
grade parents who are about to send their kidghereMVHS or LAHS. Contact Heather Lattanzi 650
967-5385 ohlattanzi@sbcglobal.nébd join! Or, if you don't have time to join theromittee, but still
have questions you'd like answered, simply e-nmailyguestions tblattanzi@sbcglobal.neind we'll

try to incorporate them into the publication.



Scholastic Book Clubs — A Great Way to Buy Books!

Scholastic Book Clubs offers students the opparguni purchase quality books from a selection atbellers,
award winners, classics, and new releases. Iniaddeach order will help to earn free books aathing
materials for the school.

Blach students will receive monthly Scholastic bootter flyers during their homeroom class. Thisitho
October oerer forms will be sent home on WednesQajopber 5 Orders are due one week later, on Thursday,
October 11.

Placing Your Order:

Families are able to view the current Scholasti®Tker online at any time during the school yegraocessing a
special Blach School ordering page on the Scholastbsite. Parents may place book club ordergyubiir
credit card for payment. Order information will @ecessible to me, so that | may distribute stigldaoks when
they arrive, but all credit card information wilb glirectly to Scholastic’s secure server.

To access the Scholastic ordering page for Blatio@cgo to the Scholastic webpage listed beloweartdr the
specified user name and password information:

www.scholastic.com/parentordgrin
Class User Name: blachschool

Password: losaltos
For your convenience, a link to this webpage islalke on the Blach School website (www.blachsctarg)).
For families wishing to submit payment by checkdeapy order forms may be turned in to the Blachdst
office. Please make checks payable to “Schol&stak Clubs.” Please do NOT submit cash paymertt wour

order.

Book Order Fulfillment:

Book orders are distributed to the students apprately two weeks after the book order due date.

Please note that the majority of the fulfilled axdare returned to students during their thirdgueHomeroom
class, with only the largest orders held in théceffor pickup after school. If students are ueablfit their orders
in their backpacks, or if they feel that the boaks too heavy to carry throughout the school desgge encourage
them to leave their book orders on the "lunch pikable in the office during brunch, so that tlvay be
retrieved after school.

Thank you for your support of our Scholastic boo#ten program. For questions or concerns, pleaddrie to
contact me.

Shari Chao
Blach PTA Scholastic TAB Book Order Chair
shari_chao@yahoo.coar (650) 966-1977

Religious Holidays
Observed religious holidays are considered excabsdnces as long as the absence hasrbgeested in advanceén
writing or by a phone call by the parent or guandi@mthe front office.



Blach Calendar, October 2007 Edition

October 2007

Oct 3 Blach Family Picnic

Oct5 First LAYC dance

Oct 9 Blach Minimum Day

Oct 11 7 pm MVHS Current Drug Trends
Presentation

Oct 18 9 am PTA meeting

Oct 24 Red Ribbon Day

November 2007

Nov 2 LAYC dance

Nov 12 Veteran's Day — No School

Nov 15 7:30 pm PTA meeting

Nov 19 or 20 Parent/teacher conferences
Nov 19-23  No School —
Teacher Work Day &
Thanksgiving Break
Nov 30 Holiday Faire

December 2007
Dec 7 LAYC dance, Choras Performance
Dec 21-Jan 6 No School, Winter vacation

January 2008

Jan7 First day of school after the break
Jan 11 LAYC dance

Jan 17 9 am PTA meeting

(elect nominating committee)
Jan 21-22 No school

Jan 25 Last day of Hot Lunch session 1
Jan 28 First day of Hot Lunch session 2
February 2008

Feb 18-22  Winter Break

Feb 28 7:30 pm PTA meeting

March 2008

Mar 7 LAYC dance

Mar 20 Minimum Day

Mar 20 9:00 am PTA meeting (announce

nominating committee nominations)

April 2008

April 14-18 Spring Break

April 24 7:30 pm PTA meeting (election)
April 25 Blach 50th Anniversary Celebration

April 26 Junior Olympics (elementary schools)

May 2008
May 9

May 12
May 15
May 16
May 26

June 2008

June 5
June 6
June 11

7th Grade Band Trip
Minimum Day

9:00 am PTA meeting

8th Grade Band Trip
Memorial Day - No School

Band Concert
Minimum Day
Last Day of School/Graduation



